Semester One Conceptual Physics Syllabus
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Welcome to Mrs. Hale’s Conceptual Physics class!
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“At Huron High School, the community of sciences promotes a culture of exploration through the development of inquiry, critical thinking, and a sustainable global perspective.”
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Contact
Mrs. Martha Hale, Huron High School
Email hale@aaps.k12.mi.us 
Website:  http://halehuronhighschool.weebly.com/
Classroom:  5200
Overview
This semester, you will learn to explain and predict motion and forces. Most importantly, you will participate in the process of science, and learn the methods of scientific inquiry!  
Supplies

Composition book 
3 ring binder

Scientific calculator

Pencil
Textbook
Donations of tissues and hand sanitizer are greatly appreciated!

Website

You can access class resources on my website.  I will post daily agendas, documents, online simulations, and helpful links on the website. 
Expectations


In my classroom, respect is very important.  Please treat yourself, your classmates, and your teachers with respect.  


Remember that genuine learning involves moments of frustration.  This is okay!  Don’t give up – try going back to the beginning and looking at things from a different perspective.  The greatest learning takes place when you struggle with a problem and find the answer for yourself.

I will do my best to be a good teacher, and I expect you to do your best to be a good student.  I will be happy to help you!  Please ask questions during class. I am happy to meet one-on-one, just let me know during class or email me if you’d like to set up a time.  Don’t wait until you feel overwhelmed to ask for help - be proactive and ask early.
Academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarizing, copying) will not be permitted.  If you cheat on an assignment, you will receive a permanent zero on that assignment and will not be allowed to make it up.  There will also be disciplinary consequences.


Please use appropriate language in the classroom.  The language you use with your friends may not be classroom-appropriate.  Racial slurs, hate speech, and bullying are not acceptable in the classroom.  
Electronic Devices


Cell phones and other electronic devices may only be used if you have been instructed to do so for class.  If your phone is distracting you from classwork, I will confiscate it and take it to the office at the end of the day.  Phones can then be picked up from the office by a parent.
Grading 

Your Conceptual Physics grade is based on two categories:


Tests, quizzes, and projects  


60%  


Lab, classwork, homework, and attendance
40%

You will be expected to keep a binder or folder of any handouts.  Expect to have paper or notebook checks, and keep your work organized!

Please note that you will receive points for attending and actively participating in class!  It is very important to be present and engaged every day.  I will not deduct points for excused absences.
Late Work


Work must be turned in the day it is due to receive full credit.  If an assignment is turned in late, but we are still working on the same unit, you will receive 50% credit for your work.  Late work will not be accepted for credit after the marking period.  If a project is turned in late, I will take 10% off of your work up until the end of the respective marking period.  

If you are absent and excused, turn in your work on the day that you return.  If you were unable to do your work while absent (for example, you were in the hospital), then you will have extra time to finish your assignments.  If you have a prolonged absence, and you or a parent can contact me by email, please do!  I will be happy to work with you, but it’s difficult to help if I don’t know what’s going on.


If you are absent the day of a test or quiz, you are responsible for arranging a make-up time with me.   
Test Corrections


If you score below a 70% on a unit test, you have the option of completing test corrections to regain half the points that you missed.  Test corrections must be completed in the classroom, with the teacher, outside of class time. 

Passes


You have five hall passes each semester.  I will keep track of your passes using a hall pass notecard.  If you need to go to your locker or use the restroom, get your notecard from the file box and bring it up to me.  I will sign your card, and you can take the appropriate hall pass and leave the room.  Only one student will be allowed out of the classroom at a time, so it is important to return promptly!
Student and Parent/Guardian: Please print and sign below to confirm that you have read the procedures and guidelines.  


Thank you!

Student Name: _______________________________________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________________   Date: __________

Parent Name: ________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________   Date: __________

